
Mountains cover 36% of Europe’s land area and are home to 17% of its 
population. More than just majestic landscapes, mountains provide a range of 
ecosystems services and public goods to highland and lowland communities 
alike. From regulating water flow and supplying clean air, to recreation and 
tourism. 

However, mountain ecosystems are particularly sensitive to climate change, 
with the Alps warming two times faster than the rest of the northern 
hemisphere, for example. The harmful conditions provoked by climate change 
are exacerbated by significant deficits in adaptation responses in mountainous 
areas: shortcomings in climate change adaption measures, deficits in 
implementation, and a lack of coherence in the strategies at different levels 
(European, national, regional). 

In 2021, the European Commission launched the new EU Strategy on 
Adaptation to Climate Change, with the aim of accelerating adaptation by 
offering concrete solutions, sharing knowledge, and enabling regions to 
become climate-resilient by 2030. In mountainous regions, the strategy’s 
focus is on adaptation in key sectors such as agriculture, water management, 
forestry and tourism.

Recognising the true value of Europe’s 
mountains

10 messages for 2010 — Mountain ecosystems

Alpine Biodiversity in Europe: An Introduction

Water resources across Europe

Biodiversity Information System for Europe

Climate Change | Alpconv

Climate-ADAPT database: Mountain areas

EU Adaptation Strategy

Climate adaptation in the EU

Strengthening Climate Resilience  
in Mountainous Regions

63M people 2.5K
species of flora 

53%
of ski resorts at risk

40%
of Europe’s freshwater

63 million people live in 
mountain areas in the EU 
(EEA, 2016)

Over 2,500 species and 
subspecies of flora live 
in mountainous regions 
(Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee, 2003)

53% of Europe’s ski resorts 
could face serious operational 
risks due temperature increases 
and lack of snowmaking  (ANCT, 
2024)

The Alps alone provide 
40% of Europe’s 
freshwater (EEA, 2009)
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/recognising-the-true-value-of
https://creamontblanc.org/en/climate-change-and-its-impacts-alps/
https://creamontblanc.org/en/climate-change-and-its-impacts-alps/
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/eu-adaptation-policy/strategy
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/eu-adaptation-policy/strategy
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/recognising-the-true-value-of
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/recognising-the-true-value-of
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/10-messages-for-2010-mountain-ecosystems
https://gloria.ac.at/downloads/papers/pub04_alpnetbookletv2.pdf
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/water-resources-across-europe
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/natura2000/en/mountains?activeTab=378b4123-a1de-4b97-84cf-e26ddaf9aa56
https://www.alpconv.org/en/home/topics/climate-change/
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/eu-adaptation-policy/sector-policies/mountain-areas
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/eu-adaptation-policy/strategy
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/publications?ref=SR-2024-15
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/recognising-the-true-value-of
https://gloria.ac.at/downloads/papers/pub04_alpnetbookletv2.pdf
https://gloria.ac.at/downloads/papers/pub04_alpnetbookletv2.pdf
https://agence-cohesion-territoires.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2024-02/Lot 3_r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9_EN_26 janv OK.pdf
https://agence-cohesion-territoires.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2024-02/Lot 3_r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9_EN_26 janv OK.pdf
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/water-resources-across-europe


 c Nature-Based Solutions (NBS)

 c Climate Adaptation

 c Water Management

 c Mountain Development

 c Climate Resilience

 c Mountain Communities

Total budget: € 16 million

For more details about Partners and Budget, 
visit CORDIS
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Project Overview
MountResilience is dedicated to strengthening the resilience of European regions and communities situated 
in mountainous areas. Its primary goal is to enhance their ability to adapt to climate change and facilitate a 
transition toward a climate-resilient society. The project is strategically focused on the development, testing, 
and scaling up of flexible climate change adaptation strategies and nature-based solutions. This comprehensive 
approach takes policy considerations, societal requirements, and citizen behaviours into account.

The project will accelerate the climate-resilient transformation of ten key mountainous communities and 
regions across nine European countries. Among these, six “demo” regions will focus on developing and testing 
innovative climate change adaptation solutions, integrating technological and social innovations with nature-
based approaches. The remaining four regions will serve as “replicator” regions, repurposing climate change 
adaptation solutions and lessons learned from the demo regions and applying similar solutions in their areas to 
improve their ability to adapt to climate change.

mountresilience.eu

Swiss partners have received funding from 
the Swiss State Secretariat for Education, 
Research and Innovation (SERI).

Co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 
do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor CINEA can 
be held responsible for them.

coordinated by

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112876
https://mountresilience.eu/

